SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

Emergency responders on the scene of an incident have to be aware of their surroundings while they are working, directing traffic, setting up/taking down MOT, and moving around vehicles and debris.  Factors such as daytime or nighttime lighting conditions, adverse weather, and traffic noise play an important role in distracting emergency responders while performing their responsibilities.  Here are some ideas to keep in mind while out on the roadway:
1. Always maintain an acute awareness of the risk of working in or near moving traffic.

2. Never trust approaching traffic.

3. Don’t assume that traffic that is facing you, can see you.

4. Look before you move.

5. Plan an escape route.

6. Don’t allow yourself to get tunnel vision, maintain a view of the “big picture” and   

    remember to consider how your actions may be impacting motorists traveling in the 

    opposite direction.

7. Maintain knowledge of current weather conditions and how it may affect driving 

    and/or visibility abilities of the passing motorists and adjust advance warning to 

    accommodate these difficulties.

8. Whenever possible, direct responders to park on, or move to the same side of the 

    highway that the incident is on.  This will assist in allowing traffic to flow more 

    smoothly around the incident scene, as well as eliminate the need for responders to 

    cross traffic unnecessarily.

9. Impaired drivers may not react to traffic direction, cones, flares, or other MOT.  Keep 

    an eye out for the impaired driver.

