TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT AREA
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TIMA Example -- Divided Roadway




Transition Area and Tapers

The transition area is that section of highway where road users are redirected out of their normal path. Proper transition areas usually involve the use of tapers. 
A taper, using traffic cones, should be set up as soon as practically possible any time there is a lane closure and/or traffic is moved from one lane to another. Walking a straight line taper can be both difficult and dangerous. Exposure to the traffic flow is almost certain. Whenever resources permit, a spotter should be present to assist in watching for traffic during taper set up. Furthermore, it is highly recommended that personnel place and retrieve cones while facing oncoming traffic.

The speed of the roadway should be considered when determining the length of a taper. Typically, the higher the roadway speed the longer the taper. However, initial scene set up is dynamic in nature and it is recognized that a balance must be reached between the roadway speed and the number of available cones. For example, as illustrated in Figure 4, if the first responder on scene only has 6 cones available when responding to an incident on a high speed roadway, they will only be able to set up a short taper; however, any taper is better than no taper. A short taper should be extended as soon as resources permit.
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Initial Scene Set Up

Key points to remember when setting up a taper include:
· A taper should encompass as much equipment as is available on the scene.

· Tapers should be set up to accommodate for sight obstacles.

· The taper should begin at the upstream end of the buffer space.

· Try to maximize the spacing covered with the cones available at that time.

· Block as much of the roadway as needed and extend the taper out as far as possible to allow drivers adequate time to merge.

Termination Area

The termination area is used to notify traffic that the TIMA is ending, and that they may resume normal driving. The termination area includes the downstream buffer space and the downstream taper. The termination area typically only needs to be spread out over a distance of approximately 100 feet, but is necessary to prevent motorists from entering the end of the incident space.
